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The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Federal statutes are laws that apply throughout the expansive United States of America. They are applicable to every state.  The Immigration and Nationality Act commonly referred to as INA is a federal law that governs the works of the Immigration system of the United States.  The law that was engineered by Congress, is based on various tenets. They are the admission of immigrants with valuable skills into the economy of the US, family reunification, protecting refugees, and the need to promote diversity.  The INA permits the federal government to grant up to 680 000 permanent immigrant visas annually across different visa categories.  Besides the 680 000 visas, the Immigration and Nationality Act does not set boundaries on the yearly admission of United States citizens’ children below 21 years, parents, and spouses. Another important fact about the Immigration and Nationality Act is that the head of the United States is “called upon to consult with Congress to set an annual number of refugees to be admitted to the United States through the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program” (American Immigration Council, 2021, p. 1).
When an individual acquires a US immigrant visa and steps into the US, they qualify to be termed as Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR). In some situations, noncitizens that already reside in the United States of America can also legally obtain the Lawful Permanent Resident status via an immigration procedure referred to as status adjustment. Lawful Permanent Residents have a legal right to apply for almost all jobs in the United States of America “that are not legitimately restricted to U.S. citizens” (American Immigration Council, 2021, p. 2).  They are also allowed to permanently remain in the US even if they lack employment.  
INA also states that Lawful Permanent Residents can apply for US citizenship after residing in the country for at least three years. It is legally impossible for an individual to apply for United States citizenship via the traditional process without first becoming a Lawful Permanent Resident. Every year the US also absorbs various groups of non-citizens based on temporary tenure. In such situations, non-immigrant visas are issued to every individual for instance international students, tourists, and temporary workers allowed in the country for few years (Kandel, 2018). In the United States, specific employment-based visas are prone to annual caps. On the other hand, other non-immigrant visas including those of international students and tourists in the USA are deprived of numerical boundaries. The numerical ceiling for permanent employment-based immigrants per year is 140 000. The number encompasses the immigrants, their children, eligible spouses, and parents.
Refugees are allowed in the US as a result of their inability to go back to their nations because of confirmed fear of persecution based on their race, political affiliation and opinion, religious association, membership in a certain social unit, or national roots among other factors. In essence, refugees apply for visas outside the US from the transition country that is outside their mother country (American Immigration Council, 2021). The admission is based on various factors for instance the magnitude of risk the refugees face, the membership in a specific group that is of special interest to the US, and whether the refugees have family ties in the US.
Apart from the numerical ceiling set by the president in close consultation with Congress, the INA also sets a specific limit on the number of immigrants who can enter the country from a specific country. As of now, no group of LPRs (employment-based and family-based combined) from one country can exceed 7% of the total number of individuals immigrating to the US in a given financial year (Marquardt, 2018). The boundary is set to curb any group from dominating immigration patterns to the US.
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